CCGs position statement - Respiratory Protective Equipment.

In the light of the rapidly spreading Omicron variant of concern (VOC) of SARS-CoV-2, the CCGs in the Suffolk & North East Essex Integrated Care System (SNEE ICS) have been asked to provide a position statement. 
The CCGs are observing the Infection Prevention & Control (IPC) National Cell’s recommendations, which to date remain unchanged. The IPC Cell is committed to continuing to monitor and review emerging evidence, science and data and to recommend updates to the IPC guidance as required.
The current UK COVID-19 IPC guidance here does not recommend changes to respiratory protective equipment (type IIR, FRSM masks) unless supported by a local risk-based assessment. The NHS risk assessment tools (for acute, community and primary care settings) provide a coherent approach to evaluating and mitigating infection risk within a hierarchy of controls framework.
The Royal College of Nursing (RCN) has published a COVID-19 workplace assessment toolkit which includes a worker respiratory infection safety tool.
The British Medical Association’s Occupational Medicine Committee is preparing a risk-based approach tool using the hierarchy of controls for use.
The CCGs support a local risk assessment approach. The risk assessment should include the hierarchy of controls (including level of ventilation, exposure risk and operational capacity). 
If required, following a risk-based assessment indicating the requirement for increased level of RPE, FFP3 masks can be ordered via the portal and fit testing can be arranged through the approved fit testers listed below.
Fit testing is specific to individual brands of masks. The CCGs recommend that once fit tested, practices continue to use the same brand of mask and maintain a small supply within the practice.
PPE portal: how to order COVID-19 personal protective equipment (PPE) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Fit Testing providers:
	Safescope
Dr Khalid Bhutto – csr@safescope.com – 01473 407020


	C&C Training Ltd
 Andrew Bishton – andrew@cctraining.uk.com – 01525 851752


	Gipping Occupational Health
Amanda Heavens – adminteam@gipping.co.uk – 01449 766913




The CCGs understand that there are differing opinions at national level regarding airborne respiratory protection (mask/respirator) recommendations and are awaiting position statements from the IPC National Cell and the chief nursing officers.
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